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Mark your Calendar

Monday February 6"
NO SCHOOL
FCPS Student Holiday

Monday February 13%
Board Meeting
7:30pm

Saturday February 18"
Cleaning & Maintenance Day
8:30am-11:30am

Monday February 20"
NO SCHOOL
President’s Day

March 6" — 10"
Parents Brunches
9:30am-10:30am

Monday March 13"
Annual Membership Meeting &
Board Meeting
7:30pm

VIP DAY CHANGED TO MARCH 4"

The Providence Pages is published for
Providence Nursery School, Inc. Please
send submissions to
newsletter@providencenurseryschool.com
by February
20" for March's issue.
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THE PROVIDENCE PAGES

A Letter from Jennifer...

| hope everyone is keeping warm and finding ways to stay active and entertained with so much
inside time! If you are looking for something different and fun to do in February, be sure to stop
by the PNS art show at Kings Park Library. Our teachers have chosen some beautiful artwork!
The children are so proud to see their artwork on display. This year’s art show will run
throughout the month of February. The art is displayed in the children’s section of the library.

It’s a great family outing for a cold day!

Enrollment for the 2017-2018 school year is in full swing. A BIG thanks to Kristie McCauley and
all the wonderful volunteers, we had a very successful Open House. A thank you to the teachers
as well. | know many parents enjoyed the opportunity to see our students playing and learning.
Though the Open House is over, enrollment for new families will continue throughout the spring.
The number one way new families hear about PNS is through word of mouth. Please spread the

word about our school!

There are some important dates coming up this month. We have another maintenance day on
Saturday, February 18. There is only one more after this one so check with Stephanie Jensen if
you are not sure you have fulfilled your member responsibility. PNS will be closed on Monday,
February 6" for a FCPS Student Holiday. The slate for next year's board will be presented at this
month's board meeting on Monday, February 13th and PNS will be closed for the President’s Day
holiday on February 20th.

Finally, looking ahead to March, on Saturday, March 4th, PNS will hold its annual VIP Day. Maybe
Dad, Grandma, Grandpa or a favorite aunt, uncle, or neighbor would like to visit the preschool
with your child? VIP Day is the perfect time for a family member or special friend who normally
doesn’t get to see your child at school to visit. Also, please make sure to put Monday, March 13"
on your calendar. That is the night of our annual membership meeting, attendance is required
for all families. We will vote on the executive board for the next year. The vote takes just a few
minutes and the monthly board meeting follows, you are welcome to earn a volunteer hour by

staying for the meeting.

Thank you all for making PNS a wonderful place for our kids to fall in love with school! Please

feel free to let me know if | can be of any assistance throughout the rest of the school year.

Oenm‘éer
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It s February, —andmy mo nt h Oarftopid far the third week of February is
young friends are going to love the activities Insects. The children will learn some classic
awaiting them this month! insect-related songs and rhymes, practice using

magnifying glasses to examine small objects,

and find out what makes insects so interesting.
There will be a lot to explore in the first

week of February, with our two math-related
t hemes of Sizes and Oppositéve! | Weelhhld ¢cbmpawoat h I

objects of different sizes, from pizza boxes to of Transportation, this time focusing our

stuffed animals, and retell the story of the Three attention on vehicles in the Air and at Sea:
Billy Goats Gruff. At Mu sirplanedandrecket shigs, ahdall tppesaofc t | ¢ e
making sounds that are fast and slow, and loud boats. We'll pretend, si
and quiet; we’'l/ al s o ad doats anthrecket shipsa andrnpractieescountiog o u r
repertoire as we stretch high and low, and make down from ten to one for
ourselves bigger and smaller. conduct some science experiments to find out

about floating and sinking in water.

In the following week leading up to

Val entine’s Day, we’'l |l get riéady otoki gl dloravtaeg db
making valentines and mailbags, and singing and month at preschool with your little valentines!
dancing to songs about |l ove. We’'ll also find out
how mail gets from one house to another: the Big

Room will become a postal center, with Ms. Auten

mailboxes, mail bags, and plenty of mail to
deliver!
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Ourheartsareallaf | utter because iThecoldweathernuakes iya great time to visit the

the month of love! We have settled back into our library, check out some books and view the

school routines and, as usual, everybody seems a masterpieces.

little more grown up and ready to take on the world

(oratl east their preschool worl d). That’'s a good

thing, because we’ve got ppge nytoyu t 05 nd Og eteh’i Svpaﬁi‘kédnet hg-o
mont h ahead. Let’ s get

Our first theme of the month is Dental Health. Miss Susan

We' re at the age for first visits to the dentist a
learning to take care of our teeth, so a little fun

with toothbrushes and dental floss is in order.

We’  re hoping to take a field trip to an area dent.
office to get more familiar with what happens
there.

Then we’ Il talk about frie
during Love and Friendship Week. Hearts of red

and pink will be all over the place. Hopefully some

of them will make their way home to you. We are
going to “mail” our valent
school, so be sure to include the symbols when
addressing them. > 11 sen
i nstructi on sssanba onét\b@ Fbgto n e’
the kids already know thernm
deliver all those valentines.

Transportation is the last theme of the month.

Everybody loves things that go: cars, trains, boats

and planes. And we’ ve got
songs about all those vehicles, too. | hope we get

to have some bike days this month, too.

During February works of art by our talented
preschoolers will be featured at Kings Park Library.
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January certainly was a
weather was warm and then the weather was COLD!
The kids are doing so well with the Question of the Day

mo n

4

Dr. Seuss will be our honorary guest during the week of
2/27. We will honor his memory by exploring several of

tRi 9Tpgdiad 9iedc it D&reen Bggmand f a v
Ham. Of course, we’l| do
also have a couple of other exciting projects to go

sign-i n.board...an.d the morning “aAbRg'withotherDf Ne%e 868 BbbKkSOso
eager to find out what they will be doing each will be working on our rhyming skills throughout the
morning..l love their enthusi@gsdy !'dnd Swethie WOt d WS to

flew by, but | still do miss all of those dinosaurs!

February brings us lots of new adventures. The
first week will be a unit on body parts. There are so

The Monday 4s gang will be working with the letters
B(1/30), V(2/13), and E(2/27). You should hear them
starting to decode simple three letter words. | love the

many fun activities to revi ewopdratie sfrit of tRidgfoup! MIABafstare Befinftely P
parts.songs and dances will {ffgahli gh on my I|ist this
week. Plus | have a bunch of silly booksthatl can’ t
wait to share! Si mon Says, “ Cl| Rlgaseyut¥IP Day anryeuscalendar with its
rescheduled date of March 4th. We look forward to

Then comes a new theme for the seeing your PNS student and their special grown-up on
3/ 4s.Science Week! I have | ®RSafidd) frdm@do - 1206, SndFemEnbé — no
adores experiments and | ear ndchbdl onFébhutry 6" tFEPShSliday) Ardl PeBrBaty-
So we will have fun “doing’ gseienddifdenSd Ufidayi)YOU Agcei n
kK now... meoseysgciencgfun. Who knows what a LOVE-ly month!

will happen in class each day? You will have to ask
your child that week and find out.

Next we’' || celebrate a
activities..speci al
beaded patterns. We will exchange Valentine cards on
Tuesday, February 12th. On that day, | would like each
child to bring a valentine for every member of the class.
And may | ask a big favor of each of you? Please
“address”
and colored symbol. That way your child will be able to
“mail” the valentines to
themselves. (You know me and my hope of
independence for all') Kids love this activity and it
makes Valentine’'s Day ver
a list of symbols soon.) Would anyone like to send in a
special Valentine snack for the class to share? It
doesn’t have to be elabor
no matter what it is! © The rest of the week will be
spent exploring our feeld.
and what can we do with them?

The week of February 20™ will find us discussing the
workers who help us in our neighborhood. There will
be Il ots of talking about
when | grow up!” And
community helper in our community! LOL

week fil
headbands,

e a ¢ Ibotket nhvee | cohpiel dw i st

no..

Jane Millward

|l ed with Valentine

decorations, and

heart

hr
hi s
y s 10 me
ate.we will think it’'s specia
ngs.why do we have them
“1 want to be a (fildl in the
a princess is not a



4’s 5
“Going on the Buzzer,” our
activity will continue on Tuesday mornings. Please
arrive right on time (or even 5 minutes early) so we can
run through a quick and abbreviated Morning Meeting
and then right into our rotations. The children will be
Worklpgeon fine motor ﬁkﬂ,s and []:r%atlwty durlng
mdependean?a t|me social skills turnln taklng
pre reaglng and math SEHFS during ame tlme With |ss
Emm\Xl anfj [?roblem solvn',g sk#ls and n}lndfulneﬁs W|th

Wow, January just flew by! Here is hoping we have an
early Spring.

Our first week of February brings our Healthy Choices

t heme. We' Il talk body part
the inside of our body that
health and exercise. Science will help us see the
spread of ‘germs” and the gym
games (i f we can’t get out si e) . and

Yoga dancing WI|

warm us up in the morning and our brains will help us
write in our journals about a healthy choice we will
resolve to make this month. We will also bounce and
bop and talk brains and bellies with the Letter B.

The week of
Letter G and Making Things Go. The physics of

February 6 we’

Important date in March: VIP Day is March 4th from
10am to 12pm. This is a great opportunity for your
child to show off their school and teachers to a Very
Important Person, usually a family member who

d es

| et e e 1oy Sl ke B ke o
prOJectsa rarelyseen toy out |nt e Big Room for

a

. . your child and his/her visitor to enjoy.
motion will be explored as we create our own means of

transpor t at i on. We' I | observe toigwafifect of

things that move (including ourselves) and find ways to

increase and decrease frict iMsaRyan
compare different modes of transportation and write a

class book about a travel adventure. Sequencing,

counting, patterns and shapes are all great math

concepts that go along with transportation.

friction on

We ' | |

vehicles.

The week of February 13, beginning with our

Val entine’'s Day celebration,
Friendship. We’ I'| wor k on cooperat
projects, makemai | boxes for our Val
solve some friendship problems with the help of some
puppets and brainstorm ways
buckets. On Tuesday Feb 14th, we will exchange
valentines. Pl ease fiaddresso 12
with aclassmat e 6s n ame, so the c¢chi
Amail 0 their val eWewilhatss t hemsel ves.
decorate sugar cookies for our celebration. The Letter

of the Week will be V.

v al

The last week of February we will talk Construction

and Tools. Our class of engineers will get some

hands on experience with different kinds of tools. The

Three Little Pigs will inspire us to recreate those piggie
structures and see if we can
talk about the kinds of machines that help build, dig

and demol i shwor KWewiltlh e“veeaaincr et e” t o
create a novel piece of art! Our Letter of the Week will

be E.

keep the Wolf out! We ' | |



SAVE THE DATE FOR PNS SUMMER CAMP!

May 30 - June 9
More details soon!

COME ENJOY THE PNS ART SHOW!

The PNS Art Show is held annually in the children's
section of the Kings Park Library on Burke Lake
Road. For those of you new to PNS or unfamiliar with
the art show, each year our wonderful teachers select
one piece of art per student to be displayed at the
library. Families are invited to view the artwork at their
own leisure whenever they choose to visit the library
throughout the entire month of February. What a
fabulous chance for your young artist to see his/her
masterpiece displayed in a public setting! Come and
enjoy!

Keep PNS IN THE Loopr

Have you moved? Changed your cell phone number or
work phone? Please keep in mind that these small
changes may affect the school's ability to reach your
family in case of emergency. If you or your spouse -- or
if anyone listed as an emergency contact has new
information -- please let PNS know.

Email Alex Hume, VP Forms,
vpforms@providencenurseryschool.com with updates.

VCPC AWARDS!

The Virginia Cooperative Preschool Council will be
accepting nominations for VCPC member schools'
parents whose commitment over the past year has been
superior. Perhaps you can think of someone whose
contribution has been substantial and nominate him or
her for this award. Nomination forms will be available
on the sign-in tables and by e-mail to
stephmjensen@gmail.com.

PARENT EDUCATION

On Monday, February 13th, 6:15-7:15 PM (right
before the monthly board meeting), Maureen Bush, a
PNS alumna parent and Fairfax County teacher, will
present a talk on Kindergarten Readiness in the Big
Room. Please join us for valuable information
regarding your rising kKindergartener.

Dr. Rene Hackney will present "Positive Intent and
Praise"on Saturday, March 4th from 10:00-11:30
AM. Those attending will earn 1.5 Parent Education
hours.

On Friday March 17" we will be offering a "CPR
Anytime" class from 9:45-11am. More details will be
sent out soon!

ENRICHMENT

On Feb 8™ at 11:30 in The Big Room Officer Stewart
from the Crime Prevention Unit will talk to the kids
about how police officers help the community and what
we can do to help the police. Parents, siblings, 2s, and
CDO are welcome to attend as well.

The Ar my
on Feb 15" in The Big Room at 11:30 not only to play
instruments, but to talk to the kids about how they make
the sounds they do. If the kids are very good they
might even get a chance to touch some of the
instruments.

Maja Strollo, Enrichment Coordinator
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

Each family enrolled in a co-oping class must complete
eight volunteer hours during the school year. CDO-only
families are required to do four. You must also attend
one Clean-Up Day per enrolled child.

1 We need a volunteer on Wednesday, February 1,
to cover lunch bunch, from 12:30 p.m. until
1:30 p.m.

9 Attend the Board Meeting on Monday, February
13 at 7:30 p.m. for one volunteer hour.

9 Fulfill your requirement or earn volunteer hours
by attending our third Clean-Up Day of the year
on Saturday, February 18, from 8:30 a.m. until
11:30 a.m. Please use the Clean-Up Day sign-up
to update your RSVP.

1T Help take down our st
Park Library one evening in early March, date
TBD.

Contact Stephanie Jensen
(vpadmin@providencenurseryschool.com) if you have
any questions about your volunteer hours or would like
to volunteer for one of these opportunities.

FUNDRAISING

The Fundraising Committee is planning a school wide
playdate and raffle for March 30th. (Thisisa
Thursday when the teachers are off at a conference so

Bandds Woodwi nd
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there is no regular school.) We are starting to collect
items for the raffle. Class reps will be in touch as the
date gets closer, about putting together themed baskets
for raffle items. We need help to reach out to local
businesses for other donations like gift cards. You can
earn volunteer hours by mailing or dropping off a
request letter for us. The letter is already ready to go
with all of the pertinent information (including our
contact info and 501 ¢ 3 number). If you are interested
in helping out, please e-mail Liz Claeys. Thank you
again for your support of PNS!

EDITOR’S NOTE

Thank you for reading the PNS newsletter. If there is

anything you would like to have published in the March
Newsletter please submit it by February 20™. If you

have any suggestions or things you would like to see in

the newsletter dondét hesit

Thank you,
Elizabeth Carroll
newsletter@providencenurseryschool.com

THANK You!

Thank you to Jonathan and Sara Levy for taking such
good care of our animals throughout the year.

Thank you to our library team, Ravi and Stephanie

Kamath, Andy and Liz Ramstad and James and Jennifer

Maiwurm for always keeping our bookshelves well-

stock ed with books relevant to each weekds t heme

Thank you to Kristie McCauley for all the hard work
she put into our Open House.

Thank you to Liz Ramstad, Heather Streckfus-Green,
Anna Fiser, Maja Strollo, Zeina Frayha, Jennifer Mack,
Amy Schroeder, and Jenny Otto, who volunteered at the
Open House and made it a great success

Thank you to Kristie McCauley and Jane Millward for
representing PNS at the Burke preschool fair.

Thank you to James Maiwurm and PJ Pitera for
hanging the PNS enrollment and Open House signs.
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FEBRUARY 2017

Sun M T W F Sat
1 2 Groundhog Day | 3 4
Tuition Due Eat Ice Cream for
Breakfast Day
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Super Bowl/ NO SCHOOL Make a Friend
Sunday FCPS Holiday Day
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Board Meeting £l £ SYuAy Cleaning &
7:30pm Maintenance

4 Day

8:30am-11:30am

19 20 21 22 23 24 25
NO SCHOOL International Dog

t NB&AARS Biscuit
TN\ Appreciation Day

26 27 28




